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Appendix One

Key Stage 3 curriculum content 

English 

	In Year 7, students investigate myths, production of media texts, wide reading, thriller writing, a range of poem and prose text types, an introduction to Shakespeare’s plays and study a novel. 

In Year 8, students study a novel, investigate non-fiction, perform poetry based on both the Canterbury Tales and modern rap and hip-hop, write detective stories, analyse the production of a film and are introduced to specific genres with Shakespeare’s canon. 

In Year 9, students study specific aspects of a Shakespeare play, analyse a novel, learn to write structured arguments, analyse poetry and a range of prose text types. They are also introduced to the study of spoken language in preparation for GCSE. 

All classes study the same units at the same time. This gives students security and confidence and maximises teacher interaction and team support. The Faculty has recently been enhanced by the introduction of a Literacy Centre which is making remarkable impact on students who need to improve their reading skills rapidly.


Mathematics
	In Years 7 to 9 all students follow the New Maths Frameworking Series, delivering all the National Curriculum requirements at Support, Core and Extension levels.  All students in Year 9 begin their GCSE course in the summer term and sit one unit in November of Year 10. 
Students are placed in sets at the beginning of Year & on the basis of their KS2 and CATs results. Students will then move up or down sets as necessary.  

The departments of Maths, Science, Geography and Design and Technology host a cross curricular day for Year 7 students in July each year.


Science
	Students follow two programmes of study: 
Year 7s follow the new specification with the following units: Staying alive; Why are we different?; What are things made of?; Be reactive!; How things move; Using energy; Earth, Space and Beyond.

Years 8 and 9 follow the practical format as outlined in Spotlight Science supplemented by the theoretical content and worksheets of Exploring Science.
Year 8s cover these units:

Chemistry:
Water, Chemical Reactions, Elements, Earth and Space.

Physics:
Using Forces, Sight and Sound, Energy, Electricity.

Biology:   
Populations, Food & Digestion, Plants at Work, Staying Alive.

Year 9s cover these units:

Biology:
Health and Exercise, the Active Body, Variation, Pollution.

Physics:
Energy, Sight and Sound, Using Forces, Electricity and Magnetism.

Chemistry:
Elements, Mixtures and Compounds, matter, Chemical Reactions.




Art
	Students work on thematic projects usually a term in length. They cover the key concepts for art education, as defined in the National Curriculum programme of study - namely creativity, competence, cultural understanding and critical understanding. They are taught key processes in art that enable them to explore and create as well as understand and evaluate. 
They are given the opportunity to work both individually and collaboratively in drawing, painting, mixed media, print-making, ceramics and sculpture, as well as the study of other artists, designers and craftspeople. 
An important element of KS3 art is the development of students’ ability to discuss and write about art in their own wards using specialist vocabulary, as this is a crucial part of the GCSE course.




Design and Technology 

	KS3 students are taught through project work in the following subjects areas: Electronics, Systems and Control Technology, Mechanisms and Structures, Product Design, Textiles and Food Technology.

The emphasis at KS3 is to nurture skills so allowing students to create and develop their own ideas. Delivery is in 8 to 10 week projects as part of a carousel where groups move through each project area.




Drama

	The curriculum comprises theatre skills where students develop their performing skills and issue based schemes which use the medium of drama to explore PSHE and citizenship issues like race, peer pressure and gang crime. 

In each academic year students explore a play and work on scripted performance, and look at genres like Shakespeare and different acting genres like comedy, mime and improvisation.




Geography

	There are four core modules for each year group and an optional module. The modules have been chosen to give pupils an equal balance of the three types of geography:

Physical – the study of weather and climate and why they vary from place to place; physical processes and landscapes.

Human – urban change, migration and sustainable development.

Environmental – climate change; interdependence e.g. considering how one’s consumption of energy has a global impact. 

Units get progressively more difficult as students move from Year 7 to 9.  Each module has specific lessons and resources, aimed at supporting all ability ranges and includes a comprehensive homework task booklet to support each topic. 




History

	In Year 7, students study two development units, Local History and Crime and Punishment through time, and one depth unit, Medieval Realms.

In Year 8, students study two development units, London through Time and Power and Protest, and one depth study, the Transatlantic Slave Trade. 

In Year 9, students study two depth units, the Civil Rights Movement, Nazi Germany, and one development study, Twentieth Century World. 




ICT

	Years 7 and 8 follow differentiated schemes of work based on National Curriculum criteria. 
Year 9 follows 2-3 modules from a scheme of work based on the National Curriculum and then work on a Y10 project on multimedia half way through the year. 
In all year groups the focus is on the collection, input, processing and output of data. 
In Year 7 students learn about e-safety, the school’s acceptable use policy and why it is important to sign up to this policy. They go on to learn about different data types and use basic tools in different software to manipulate these data types and present information.  As they progress to Years 8 and 9 they use more advanced software to manipulate data into information for different types of audiences and they analyse what they do comparing it with techniques used and similar products created in the world of work.




Modern Foreign Languages

	In Year 7 students take half a year of Spanish and half a year of German.  For most students these languages are new and it is important to allow pupils to be immersed in the language at the beginning. In Years 8 and 9 all pupils have 1 lesson each week of each language.

In both Spanish and German students build on previous learning through cross-curricular themes and projects. 
Themes cover every day things such as food and drink, sport, school, family etc. All pupils are encouraged to practise all 4 language skills in each lesson, enabling them to work to their own ability.  At the end of each module they are assessed (once each term in each language) and National Curriculum levels are recorded




Music


	Solo and ensemble performance skills – range of tuned and untuned percussion as well as rock band instrumentation.
Singing – solo and choral.
Compositional techniques – group and solo.
Listening techniques and vocabulary.
Year 7 – Introduction to Keyboards (Ode to Joy, Bust Your Windows and other pieces), introduction to rhythm and African drumming, introduction to rhythmic composition, music for a special occasion, introduction to the orchestra

Year 8 – the blues, intro to Latin music (Samba and Tango), Blues (blues intro, rock n roll, Rock Around the Clock), RnB, Reggae

Year 9 – Form and Contrast (Pachelbel’s Canon and Paganini Caprice), Music and Media, Caribbean Music (Soca, Calypso)

KS3 students are introduced to the iMac suit and the compositional techniques that can be taught with it.

Students are offered the opportunity to take up individual instrumental lessons. 

Ensembles are created around the students that take up instrumental lessons. 

Extra (free) instrumental lesson are available in small ensembles. 

Students may join the school choir. 

Students have the opportunity to develop production skills/recording skills 




Personal Development
	The aim is develop appropriate skills both for puberty and for later adulthood.  As part of the Personal Development programme students are encouraged to think about their health and well-being through a variety of contexts.  In particular students will discuss lifestyle choices in regards to drugs and the law.  Relationships are analysed focussing on interpersonal skills and how to deal with personal issues e.g. safety, healthy eating and families.



Physical Education 
	All students cover a variety of competitive and non-competitive physical activities: basketball, football, Fit 4 Life, rounders, badminton and athletics.  

Students work through an activity each half term with a focus on developing the specific skills necessary for success in that activity.  As skill is developed basic tactical play is built in and students have the opportunity to take on different roles e.g. umpire, leader etc.  Evaluating and improving on performance is built into lessons. 

The aim of our KS3 teaching is to produce successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve, developing into confident individuals who are equipped with the knowledge and skills to live healthy and fulfilling lives.

The academic year 2011-12 will see the addition of a new unit of work focused on the Olympics. 


Religious Education 
	Year 7 students have an introduction to RE and then study: relationships; concepts of right and wrong; power; redemption; space; time; and communication.

Year 8 students study: relationships, concepts of right and wrong, Jesus the Redeemer, power; space; time; Christianity (Eucharist); and communication.

Year 9 students study: Hinduism; relationships; concepts of right and wrong; power; time; and communication.


Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning 
	Yrs 7 and 8 are timetabled once a week to go through a number of group activities to help develop skills required for a positive learning environment. Activities during SEAL help children to develop skills such as understanding another’s point of view, working in a group, sticking at things when they get difficult, resolving conflict and managing worries. 

SEAL focuses on five social and emotional aspects of learning: self-awareness, managing feelings, motivation, empathy and social skills. SEAL effectively builds upon the transition stages required from primary to secondary school whilst paying systematic attention to the social and emotional aspects of learning through whole-school ethos, initiatives such as circle time or buddy schemes.
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